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Fiscal Note

The present law provides that it is unlawful and constitutes malfeasance in office for any person who is a law enforcement
officer, an employee of the Department of Public Safety & Corrections (DPS&C), an employee of any prison, jail, or 
correctional institution, or any person employed by entities operating work release facilities of DPS&C, to engage in sexual
conduct with persons under their supervision.  The proposed legislation  adds that volunteers and contract workers of DPS&C 
are prohibited from engaging in sexual conduct with persons sentenced to their custody and provides that “law enforcement
officer” shall include commissioned police officers, sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, marshals, deputy marshals, correctional officers,
constables, wildlife enforcement agents, state park wardens, and probation and parole officers.

The proposed legislation may result in an increase in state general fund expenditures.  The exact fiscal impact of the passage
of this legislation is indeterminable since it adds volunteers and contract workers of the DPS&C to the current law and it is
not known how many people will be convicted of this crime.  However, any offender sentenced to the custody of the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections increases expenditures by $24.39 per day per offender in local facilities.  To the
extent that offenders are sentenced and housed in state facilities, the cost per day per offender is $54.49.  Currently, the 
Department of Corrections houses 50% of state offenders at the local level and 50% at the state level. 

It should be noted that there are no offenders incarcerated for malfeasance in office who were law enforcement officers,
employees of the DPS&C, or employees of a prison, jail, correctional institution, or entities operating work release facilities.
In 2009 there were no admissions or releases for this crime.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state revenues as a result of this measure.  However, any revenue generated
through the imposition of fines created by this legislation would accrue to local government entities.  La. R.S. 14:134.1(B)
provides for the violator of the provision to be fined not more than $10,000.
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